Unit 2: The Personality Feature Article
THE ASSIGNMENT
As you move through English 101, the assignments ask you to draw from different kinds of resources to gain material for your writing. The personal narrative asked you to draw from you own experience, using scene and vivid detail to write from a personal point of view. This second assignment, the personality profile feature article, asks you to draw the same kind of material from an outside source—in this another person. 

For this project you will write a type of feature article, the personality profile. A personality feature is a journalistic article focusing on an angle, or some single aspect of focus in a person's life. Sometimes the most interesting features tell us a story about someone we take for granted—the the man who spreads salt outside of your apartment, or the woman behind the cash register at Hatfield's. Whether the angle is an experience, a career, a personal struggle, or an interesting behavoior or hobby, you should use scene and vivid detail to render this person's story using descriptions and dialogue. 

You will conduct an interview and use the data to craft a detailed, captivating personality profile. Your end product avoids first-person and it should do what your personal narrative should have done: show your reader what its like to be human.
FORMATTING
For this paper, you'll write a 5 page article. 12pt. Times New Roman font. 1-inch margins all around, double-spaced. I expect this assignment to be formatted with a correct MLA heading and title, like so:

Example:

(as a header on each page) LastName pagenumber

Your Name

Instructor's Name (Shaun Turner)

The Class (English 101)

The Date

A Title That Isn't Super Boring

ASSOCIATED PRESS (AP) CITATION
In most academic writing, you're asked yo cite your sources. In the case of our feature article, we'll be using AP style source citing, which means that you must cite the source of your information in the body of the text.

Example:


According to the New York Times, Tobias Schneebaum Mr. Schneebaum spent year of his life among native tribes in the jungles of Peru, and with the Asmat, a native tribe in Indonesian New Guinea.
THE WRITING PROCESS
After you decide on a subject and angle, and begin your research, your next step is to ask for an interview. Then interview someone. After your interview, you can really begin planning your feature article.

Once you have an angle, ask yourself some questions. Who would want to read this article? Are you writing for people of a specific gender or income? Are you writing to people with a specific hobby or interest? What would your readers expect to see in an article? What would keep them interested?

STRUCTURE
The best way to structure a feature article is to first write an outline. Review your research and notes. Then jot down ideas for the following six sections. Remember, this is

just a foundation upon which to build your story!

I. Introduction

· Use a lead sentence to grab and hook your reader right away!

· The subject and angle should be set up by the end of the first page, if not the first paragraph.

· Which vivid details will ground your story in scene?

IV. Body Paragrahs

· What is at the heart of your story? What are you wanting to say about your topic? How can you show this artfully?

VI. Conclusion

· What is a memorable way to end your story?

Remember how we discussed narrative during the MAPN unit? In a feature article, you combine narrative (the chain of events that create a story) with summary (where you state the interview subject’s ideas in a much more concise way). You'll also use direct quotation (the interview subject’s exact works, contained in quotation marks), and paraphrasing (your subject’s ideas put into your own words but capturing the same level of detail and not contained in quotation marks). Include visual descriptions of people and places in your article. Try to use all five senses (or as many as you can), and really let your audience see your scenes. 

ASSESSMENT
You will receive comments rather than a grade on an initial draft and a “final for now”

draft. Your instructor will read your “final for now” draft to determine your success at:

· Finding an appropriate interview subject

· Using the style and conventions of a feature article.

· Introducing interview material smoothly and correctly

·  Creating a sense of place through your use of details

·  Strong introduction and concludions, a clear angle

·  Proofreading to avoid the little mistakes make great writing look messy.

·  Meeting the length requirement of 5-6 pages

