WRITING TECHNIQUE: VIVID DESCRIPTIONS
Reading: http://brevitymag.com/craft-essays/in-pursuit-of-memory/

Writing a good narrative requires that you craft a believable story. Including vivid details helps do this. Without description, writing is ordinary, forgettable writing. Without vivid, specific detail, writing won’t evoke emotion, or make the reader think.

When you add detail to your writing, you are showing the reader, not telling them what is happening, what the narrator is seeing, feeling, tasting…and so forth.

Here’s a good example of how poet Mary Oliver has added detail to make her poem come alive:

Birds

By Mary Oliver





You can be bad.





You can be unrepentant.





You only have to love.





We can talk about our sadness. 





The world goes on.





Weather happens.





Nature exists.





Birds migrate.





And the world is there for you,





like the sounds of the migrating birds, 





announcing where you fit in.

Just kidding. Actually, that's the poem if I removed every last bit of vivid description, stripping the words down to their most basic meaning.

Let's look to the next page for the actual poem.

Wild Geese

By Mary Oliver





You do not have to be good.





You do not have to walk on your knees





For a hundred miles through the desert repenting.





You only have to let the soft animal of your body





love what it loves.





Tell me about despair, yours, and I will tell you mine.





Meanwhile the world goes on.





Meanwhile the sun and the clear pebbles of the rain

`



are moving across the landscapes,





over the prairies and the deep trees,





the mountains and the rivers.





Meanwhile the wild geese, high in the clean blue air,





are heading home again.





Whoever you are, no matter how lonely





the world offers itself to your imagination,





calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting 





over and over announcing your place





in the family of things.

One of the most important attribute of a good piece of writing is that it can include vivid description, such as sensory details, concrete and specific descriptions, figurative language, like simile and metaphor.

Techniques of Description
What are the techniques of description that you can use in your creative writing? 

· Sensory details- which appeals to the sense of sight, smell, touch, hearing, taste. 

· Concrete and specific details, not general and abstract. 

· Authentic details. Your details ought to be original and personal to you.

· Precise details, getting it “just right.” Use a dictionary and thesaurus if you can't find the right words.

· Don’t be literal all the time. Words can paint pictures and give insight to how you feel.

What to Avoid
· Trite details (boring; not fresh or original)

· Clichés (Language that has been overused in speech and writing)

· Abstractions, which appeal to the intellect, not the senses. Use concrete and specific details instead. 

· Vague details. You must be precise and specific.
