MAPN/FA Writer's Workshop
Since the point of a narrative or feature article is to use internal and external research, this writer's workshop will discuss how to create and balance two different and important parts of a narrative or article: scene-writing and expository writing.

Creating Scene
You don’t build a story with words and sentences and paragraphs—you build a story with scenes, one piled on top of the next, each changing something that came before. The essential elements of scene are in the details: place, time, and change that moves either our understanding or the story forward. We will know that something vitally important has happened, because we’re reading about it. If it isn’t important, why write it? 

Example:
That day, I walked into the empty classroom. I flicked on a light, threw my messenger bag 

loudly onto the desk. I must have sat there for ten, twenty minutes before I realized it. I reached 

into my coat pocket, turned on my cell phone, and my suspicions were confirmed—it was 

Wednesday.
Now it’s your turn. Write a brief scene with yourself as a character. Define a clear location, a limited period of time, and a single event that changes and moves the story forward. (You don’t actually have to have a time in mind. Just pretend you do.)

Creating Exposition
A good expository paragraph has three distinct parts: A strong topic sentence, clear information, and a transition to either scene or a different thread of exposition. For example:

1. Your TOPIC SENTENCE states the point of the paragraph.
Example:
Ever since I started school, I have always had a fear of being late.
2. Use CLEAR INFORMATION in the form of fact and/or details from your research (in the case of the MAPN and the FA, that can be yourself or your interview subject).
Example:
I hated the circus of it—the comments from the teacher, my classmates staring at me. One day in 

seventh grade, I remember roaming the halls for a good forty minutes. I tried to go to the library, 

but the door was locked. 
3. Now its time for your TRANSITION.

Example:
It was when I turned from the library that I saw my Biology teacher—Ms. Gabriel in one of her 

signature ugly sweaters—walking sternly towards me.
Combined, scene and exposition looks something like this:
That day, I walked into the empty classroom. I flicked on a light, threw my messenger bag loudly onto the desk. I must have sat there for ten, twenty minutes before I realized it. I reached into my coat pocket, turned on my cell phone, and my suspicions were confirmed—it was Wednesday.
Ever since I started school, I have always had a fear of being late. I hated the circus of it—the comments from the teacher, my classmates staring at me. One day in  seventh grade, I remember roaming the halls for a good forty minutes. I tried to go to the library, but the door was locked. It was when I turned from the library that I saw my Biology teacher—Ms. Gabriel in one of her signature ugly sweaters—walking sternly towards me.
